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I. Adoption of the agenda 

Brussels, 29 June 2000 

9926/00 

LIMITE 

EVAL32 
ELARG93 

The agenda as set out in telex no. 2779 of 20 June 2000 was adopted. 

I. Preliminary draft country report on Latvia (doc. 9476/00 EV AL 22 ELARG 88 

RESTREIND 

A number of detailed comments were made on this new report and additional information 1 written 

contributions were promised by the Commission as well as the Swedish and UK delegations 

(deadline 14 August). 

After a lengthy debate on the inclusion or not of human rights-related issues, it was concluded that, 

as these -very important- issues are inextricably linked to the rule of law which forms part of the 

acquis as well as to a number of institutional issues, they should definitely be subject to analysis by 

the CEWG, preferably in a separate horizontal chapter, to be introduced as of now in all future 

country reports. 

A revised report will be drawn up for the next meeting. 
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II. Summary update of the existing analyses of information on border control, asylum, 

immigration and police in Romania (doc. 8680/1/00 EV AL 22 ELARG 68 REV 1) 

The document was adopted in its present form without further discussion. 

Concerning the analysis on justice in Romania, the outcome of the discussion of the working group 

on 6 June and the proposed additions and modifications have been be reflected in a revised version 

of the document, which was considered approved by the working group (Viz. doc.7915/2/00 EV AL 

17 ELARG 47 REV 2). 

III. Preliminary draft country report on Romania (doc. 773212/00 EV AL 14 ELARG 42 

RESTREINT REV 2) 

After a lengthy discussion on this document, the group was able to give its agreement to the report 

subject to the amendments and additions put forward during the meeting, which will be reflected in 

a final revision. 

IV. Thematic analysis and discussion on existing material concerning JHA matters in 

Malta: 

doc. 8594/00 EV AL 20 ELARG 63 on border control + Meeting document No.3 

doc. 8651 /00 EV AL 21 ELARG 65 on asylum and immigration + Meeting document No.2 

doc. 8684/1/00 EV AL 24 ELARG 70 REV 1 on police 

doc. 8683/00 EV AL 23 ELARG 69 on justice + Meeting document No.1 

Following receipt of the answers to the Presidency questionnaire as well as the Commission's Malta 

Mission Report, expected in September 2000, revisions will be drawn up of all documents in the 

heading except doc. 8684/1/00 EV AL 24 ELARG 70 REV 1 on police, which was adopted at the 

last meeting. 
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v. Any other business 

A. Analyses of information on Latvia 

Delegates were reminded of the availability of four new analyses of information on Latvia (docs. 

9697/00 EV AL 28 ELARG 89 on police co-operation, 9701/00 EV AL 29 ELARG 90 on migration 

and asylum, 9717/00 EVAL 30 ELARG 91 on justice 9809/00 EVAL 31 ELARG 92 on border 

management), which could be discussed at the next meeting of the CEWG. 

B. Customs Co-operation 

The Council Secretariat distributed a note containing its planned contribution to the Working Party 

on Customs Co-operation on 29 June, describing the work of the CEWG and outlining our needs for 

information. 

C. Council Secretariat's PHARE Note 

The Council Secretariat submitted to delegates, for information, an internal note of March 2000, 

containing an assessment of PHARE programmes in the light of the shortcomings listed in the 

EV AL preliminary draft country reports and analyses. The idea behind this note was to (informally) 

shed some light on the parallels between the PHARE projects and the shortcomings as assessed by 

the CEWG and present some suggestions for possible additions or complementary action. 

D. Future Presidency 

The French delegate outlined the plans of the future Presidency and underlined the importance of 

continuity. He envisaged the fmalisation of country reports on 12 candidate countries (i.e. Bulgaria, 

Latvia, Lithuania, Malta and Slovakia) and suggested they be drafted in a shorter, more concise and 

tight format with more critical depth. The analyses on the other hand should (continue to) be very 

comprehensive and should be updated regularly also. 
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Suggestions for new "pistes" included providing user-friendly practical guides, identifying priorities 

and underlining the areas of greatest importance : 

for the Commission when drafting the new legal bases for programmes such as GROTIUS, 

OISIN and STOP 

for the experts taking part in the 2nd series of PHARE missions at the end of this year which 

will focus on horizontal issues (a) administrative capacity-i.e. ability to implement the acquis, b) 

fight against organised crime and money-laundering, c) corruption 1 , and d) border 

management). 

The next meetings are provisionally scheduled for 4 September, 20 September, 12 October and 21 

November 2000. 

E. Commission 

The Commission informed the CEWG of the timing and aims of the PHARE missions end of this 

year, which, contrary to the first round, will be much more targeted and focus rather on the (four) 

horizontal issues set out above and the individual needs of the candidates concerned. The 

Commission appealed to Member States to put forward suggestions for experts to take part in these 

mISSIOns. 

Furthermore the candidates' capacity will be assessed in view of joining Europo!. 

F. Deadlines for information 

The Council Secretariat requests delegations to submit before 14 August 2000, information on: 

i. existing forms of bilateral assistance provided by their countries to, and 

ii. border control, visa, asylum and immigration, police and justice in 

Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Romania and Slovakia, for the purpose of completing the 

Preliminary draft country reports on these countries, 

iii) the four horizontal issues set out above (Future Presidency) 

iv) the three Commission programmes mentioned above (Future Presidency) 

for the purpose of drafting the user-friendly practical guides. 

I Including the definition of methods to get to grips with this complicated issue. 
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