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1. Atits 2184th meeting, on 27 and 28 May 1999, the Council (Justice and Home Affairs)
decided to publish in the "C" series of the Official Journal the Federal Republic of Germany's
initiative relating to the adoption by the Council of a Decision on the improved exchange of
information to combat counterfeit travel documents l; at the same time it decided to consult

the European Parliament under Article 39 of the TEU .

2. The European Parliament delivered its Opinion on 19 November 1999, and proposed

10 amendments (see 12790/99 PE.RE + ADD 1).
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The consultation was launched in a letter dated 21 June 1999.
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3. The JHA Counsellors considered Parliament's Opinion at a meeting on 9 March 2000. They
were unable to accept the amendments, as most of them were incompatible with the legal
basis proposed by the Council, namely Article 34(2)(c) of the TEU; they confirmed their
agreement ' to the text published in Official Journal C 176. The Commission representative
entered a reservation at the meeting, on the grounds that the aim of the draft joint action was
to combat illegal immigration and that the draft Decision should therefore have a first-pillar

legal basis.

4. Asthe text of the draft Decision has in the meantime been finalised by the Legal/Linguistic
Experts (6840/00 FAUXDOC 15), the Permanent Representatives Committee is invited to

agree to the text and suggest that the Council:

- adopt the Decision set out in 6840/00 FAUXDOC 15 as an "A" item on the agenda at a

forthcoming meeting;

—  order publication of the Decision in the Official Journal of the European Communities;

- enter 1n its minutes the statement set out in the Addendum to this document.

The Danish delegation nevertheless maintained a parliamentary scrutiny reservation.
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