
FIRST MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN UNI...Y B<Illi\Y/Mid:tlllHmIlOOfufi)EHlil)idm.c.t.E-mID=75&DID=61440&GRP=2471&LA G=I 

1 of 1 

FIRST MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN UNION INTERIM 
MILITARY BODY AT CHIEFS OF DEFENCE LEVEL 

Go Back b 
Press Release: Brussels (11-05-2000) 

FIRST MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN UNION INTERIM MILITARY BODY AT CHIEFS OF DEFENCE 
LEVEL. 

PRESS RELEASE 

The European Union Chiefs of Defence met for the first time in Brussels, on the 11th May 2000. 

Building on the guidelines established at the Cologne European Council, the Helsinki European 
Council agreed that new political and military bodies and structures would be established within 
the Council to enable the Union to take decisions on EU-Ied Petersberg operations and to ensure 
the necessary political control and strategic direction of such operations. 

The purpose of this first meeting was to examine the progress achieved so far in what regards 
the implementation of those decisions and to provide military guidance for the way ahead. 

Therefore, the Chiefs of Defence (CHODs) were briefed on the activities of the interim military 
bodies, and on the steps already taken during the current Portuguese Presidency. 

Bearing in mind the objectives set up in Helsinki, according to which member states will 
co-operate of their own free will to create a force of approximately 50.000 to 60.000 men until 
2003, the CHODs assessed the work done by the Military Bodies towards the development of the 
Headline Goal, in order to plan for further work in preparation of the European Council of Feira 
(19/20 June 2000). 

General Gabriel Espirito Santo, the Portuguese Chief of Defence and acting Chairman of the 
interim Military Body, expressed his gratitude for the able and profeSSional work accomplished 
so far by the new Military Bodies of the European Union. 
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