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having been consulted by the Council pursuant to Article 37, in conju nction with the nrst subpara­
graph of Article 300(3) of the EC Treaty (C5 -0253/2000), 

having regard to Rules 67 and 97(7) of its Rules of Procedure, 

having regard 10 the report of the Committee on Fisheries and the opinions of tbe Committee on 
Budgets and the Commirtee on Development and Cooperation (A5-0188/2000). 

I. Approves the proposal for a Council regulation as amended; 

2, Calls on the Commission to alter Its proposal accordingly, pursuant to Article 250(2) of the 
EC Treaty; 

3. CaUs on the Council to notify ParUament should it intend to depart from the text approved by Parlia-
ment: 

4. Calls for the conciliation procedure to be initiated should the Council intend to depart from the text 
approved by Parliament ; 

5. Asks to be consulted again if the Cou.ncil intends to amend the Commission proposal substantially; 

6. InStructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission, and the governments 
and parliaments of the Member States and Mauritius. 

8, Right to family reunification * 

A5-0201/20c0 

Proposal for a Council directive on the right to family reunification (COM(1999) 638 - C5-OO77/ 
20c0 - 1999/0258(CNS)) 

The proposal was amended as follows: 

TEXT PROPOSED 
BY THE COMMISSION ('I 

AMENDMENTS 
BY PARLIAMENT 

(Amendment I) 

Recital - I (n<w) 

(-I) Immigration policy comes within the range of poli­
des in respect of which the Coundl, both through flank­
ing measures related to the free movement of persons and 
autonomous measures, adopts legislative instruments 
aimed at progressively establishing an area of freedom, 
security and justice throughout the territory of the Mem­
ber States (Article 61(3) and (b) of the Treaty); 

(Amendment 2) 

Recital 1 

(I) Article 63(3) of the Treaty provides that the Council is to 
adopt measures on immigration policy. Article 63(3)(a) pro­
vides, in particular, that the Council is to adopt measures relat­
ing to the conditions of entry and residence, and specifically 
refers u> entry and residence for the purpose of family reunion. 

(') 01 C t 16 E, 26.4.2000, p. 66. 

(I) Article 63(3) of the Treaty proVides that the Council is to 
adopt measures on immigration policy. Article 63(3)(a) pro­
vides, in particular, that the Council is to adopt measures relat­
ing 10 the conditions of entry and residence, and standards OD 

procedures for the issue by Member States of loog term 
visas and residence permits, including those for the purpose 
of family reunion. 
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AMENDMENTS 
BY PARliAMENT 

(Amendment 3) 

Reci",/ J 

(3) The European Council, at it> special meeting in Tampere 
on 15/16 October 1999, acknowledged the need for harmoni­
sation of national legislation on the conditions for admission 
and residence of third-counrry narionals, to be based on a com­
mon evaluation both of economic and demographic trends 
within the Union and of the situation in counrries of origin. 
The European Council accordingly asked the Council rapidly 
to adopt decisions on the basis of Commission propnsals. 
Those decisions were to take account not only of the absorp­
tion capacity of each Member State but also their historical and 
cultural Ii.nks with countries of origin. 

(3) The European Council. al its special meeti ng in Tampere 
on 15/16 October 1999, acknowledged the need for harmoni­
sation of national legislation on the conditions for admission 
and residence of third-country nationals, 10 be based on a com­
mon evaluation both of economic and demographic trends 
within the Union and of the situation in countries of origin. 
The European Council accordingly asked the Council rapidly 
to adopt decisions on the basis of Commission proposals. 
Those decisions were to take account not only of the absorp­
tion capacity of each Member State but also their historical and 
cultural links with countries of origin. Nevertheless, the data 
and infonnation necessary for the common evaluation and 
for the adoption of the decisions referred to must be sub­
sequently made available to the Commission_ 

(Amendment 4) 

Recilal 6 

(6) Family reunification is a necessary way of making family 
life possible. It helps to create a socio-culru ral <nvironmenl facil­
ilating Ihe integralion of Ihird-country nationals in the Member 
State, which also serves to promote econom ic and social cohe­
sion, a fundament al Community objective stated in Article 2 
and Article 3(1 )(k) of the EC Treaty. 

(6) Family reunificarion is a nec",sary way of making family 
life possible. It helps to create socio-cu ltural stabiliry which, 
with due respect for the cultures and tradilions of third­
country nationals, facilitates the integration of those 
nationals in the Member State, which also serves to promote 
economic and social cohesion, a fundamental Community 
objective stated in Article 2 and Article 3(I)(k) of the EC Treaty. 

(Amendment 19) 

Recital 8a (new) 

(8a) As regards the situation of persons enjoying subsidi­
ary protection who cannot be covered by this Directive, 
a directive on the rules governing the absorption of this 
category of persons should be adopted without delay. 

(Amendment 51 

Recital II 

(I I) Family reunificarion should abo apply 10 children of full 
'g< and to relatives in the ascending line where, in view of 
their personal situation, there are irnpor1ant objective reasons 
for not separaling them from Ihe third-counrry national residing 
lawfully in a Member Sta te. 

(I I) Family reuni"catiun should also apply to chUd.ren of full 
age and to relatives in the ascending line where, in view of 
their personal siruarion. there are imponanl objective reasons 
for them being unable to live in acceptable conditions 
and self-sufficiently separately from their relative, a third­
coun try na tional residing lawfully in a Member State. 



C 135/176 Official Journal of the European Communities 

Wednesday 6 September 2000 

TEXT PROPOSF.D 
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AMENDMENTS 
BY PARLIAMENT 

(Amendment 6) 

Recital 12 

(12) A set of rules governing the procedure for examination 
of applications for (amily reunification and for entry and resi­
dence of family members ShOllld be laid down. Those proce­
dures should be effeCTive alld fair and offer proper protection to 
those concerned. 

(12) A set o( rules governing the procedure for examination 
of applications (or (amily reunification and for entry and resi­
dence o( family members should be laid down. Those proce­
dures should be efficient to manage and transparent, taking 
account of the nonnal average workload of the Member 
States' administTations, and should offer proper legal cer­
tainty to those concerned. 

(Amendment 8) 

Recital 14 

(14) Effective. proportionate and dissuasive measures should 
be raken to avoid and penalise breaches of the rules and proce­
dures relating to family reunificadon. 

(14) Effective. proportionate and dissuasive measures should 
be taken to preven! and penalise breaches of the rules and 
procedures relating 10 family reunification. 

(Amendment 9) 

Article 3a (new) 

Article 3a 

1. Notwithstanding this directive Member States may 
maintain or introduce more favourable arrangements or 
rules under national law for family reunification and the 
integration of families. 

2. The implementation of this directive may in no cir­
cumstances be used to justify lowering the level of protec­
tion already guaranteed by the Member States in regard to 
family reunification in the areas covered by the directive. 

(Amendment 25) 

Article 5(1)(d) 

(d) the relatives in the ascending line of the applicant or his 
spouse or unmarried parmer who are dependent on them 
and have no other means of family support in the country of 
origin; 

(d) the relatives in the ascending line of the applicant or his 
spouse or unmarried parmer who are dependent on them 
and on the material and family support of the appli­
cant; 

(Amendmen[ 10) 

Article 7(1) 

1. In order [0 exercise his right to (amily reuniHcadon. the 
applicant shall submit all application for entry and residence of 
a member of his family to the competent authorities of the 
Member State where he resides. 

1. In order to exercise his right to family reunification. the 
applicant shall submit an application for entry and residence o( 
one or more members of his (amily to the competent amho­
rilies of the Member State where he resides. 
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TEXT PROPOSFD 
BY niE COMMtSSION 

The application shall be accompanied by documentary evi­
dence of the fam~y relationship and of compHance with Ihe 
conditions laid down in Articles 5. 8 and. where applicable. 9 
and 10. The application shall be submitted when the family 
member Is outside the territory o( the Member State. 
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AMENDMENTS 
BY PARLIAMENT 

The application shall be accompanied by documentary evi­
dence o( the family relahonship and of compliance with the 
conditions laid down in Articles 5. 8 and. where applicable. 9 
and 10. The application shaU be submitted when the (amily 
member Is outside the territory o( the Member Slate. 

(Amendment 11) 

Article 8(1) 

I. The Member States may refuse to allow the entry and 
residence of a (amily member on grounds of public policy. 
domestic security or public health. 

1. The Member States may refuse to allow the enlry and 
residence of one or mOre (amily members on grounds o( 
public policy. domestic security or public health. Any decision 
so to do must be accompanied by a detailed justification. 

(Amendment 28) 

Article 8(2) 

2. The grounds of public policy or domes he security must 
be based exclUSively on the pe.rsonal conduct o( the family 
member concerned. 

2. The grounds of public policy or domestic security mllst 
be based exclUSively on t he personal conduct of the (amily 
member concerned and be notified to the applicant in a 
decision against which he/she may appeal. 

(Amendment 12) 

Article 9(1Xa) 

(a) adequate accommodation. that is to say accommodahon 
that would be regarded as nonnal (or a comparable (amily 
living in the same region o( [he Member State concerned; 

(a) accommodation. that is to say accommodation that would 
be regarded as adequate (or a comparable family living in 
the same region of the Member State concerned; the suit­
ability of lhe accommodation shan be assessed on the 
basis of objective. measurable criteria; 

(Amendment 13) 

Article 9(1 Xc). 2nd paragraph 

Where the first subparagraph cannot be applied. resources shall 
be deemed sufficient If they are equal 10 or higher than the level 
of the minimum social security pension paid by the Member 
State. 

Where [he first subparagraph <:lOno, be applied, resources shall 
be higher than or at least equal to the level of ,he minimum 
social security pension paid by the Member State. 

(Amendments 15 and 50) 

Article I 1 

I. As soon as the appUcation (or family reunlficahon has 
been accepted. the Member State concerned shall authorise 
the entry o( the family member. The Member s .. tes shall 
grant such person every faCility (or obtaining the requisite 
visJs. including transit visas where required. Such visas shall 
be issued without charge. 

I. As soon as ,he application for (amily reunification has 
been accepted. the Member State concerned shall authorise 
the entry o( the family member Or members. The Member 
Stales shall grant such person or persons every faCility (or 
obtaining the requisite visas, including transi( visas where 
reqUired. Such visas shall be i."ued wi,hout charge. 
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AMENDMENTS 
BY PARLIAMENT 

7.5.2001 

2. The Member State concerned shall gram the famUy mem­
ber a rmewable residence permit of the same duration as that 
held by the applicant. If the applicant's residence permit is per­
manent or for an unlimited duration, the Member States may 
limit the duration of the Jamily member's first residence permit 
to One year. 

2. The Member State concerned shall grant the family mem­
ber or members a residence permit of the same duration as 
that held by the applicant. If the applican~s residence permit 
is permanent or for an unlimited duration, the Member States 
may limit the duration of the first residence permit of tbe 
family member or of some or aU of the family members 
to one year. 

(Amendments 16 and 51) 

Article I2( 2) 

2. Points (b) and (e) oj paragraph 1 shall not apply to rdatives in 
the ascending line or to children oj foil age to whom Article 5(lXd) 
and (e) applies. 

Deleted 

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council directive on the right to 
family reuni,fication (COM(I999) 638 - 0-0077/2000 - 1999/0258(CNS)) 

(Consultation procedure) 

The European Parliament, 

having regard to the Commission proposal to the Council (COM(l999) 638) (I), 

having regard to Article 63 of the EC Treaty, 

having been consulted by the CouncU pursuant to Article 67 of the EC Treaty (C5-0077/2000), 

having regard to Rule 67 of its Rules of Procedure, 

having regard to the report of the Committee on Otizens' Freedoms and Rights, Justice and Home 
Affairs and the opinion of the Committee on Legal Affairs and the Internal Market (A 5-020 1/2000), 

1. Approves the Commission proposal as amended: 

2. CaUs on the CommissIon to alter its proposal accordingly, pursuant to Art icle 250(2) of the 
EC Treaty; 

3. Calls on the Council to notify Parliament should it intend to depart from the text approved by Parlia-
ment; 

4. Asks to be consulted again If the Council Intends to amend the Commission proposal substantially: 

5. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission. 

(') 0) C 116 E, 26.4.2000, p. 66. 
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9, EU external action priorities 

85-0659, 0662, 0668 and 0671/2000 

European Parliament resolution on EU external action priorities 

The European Parliament, 

having regard to the conclusions of the informal meeting of the General AfTairs Council of 2 and 
3 September 2000 in Evian, 

having regard to the provisions of the TEU on the common foreign and security policy and develop­
ment policy, and the standing international commitments of the EC, 

having regard 10 the conclusions of the European Council meeting in Santa Maria da Feira, 

having regard 10 the communication from the Commission on the strategic objectives 2000-2005: 
'Shaping the new Europe' (COM(2000) 154), 

A. considering the ever-growing importance of EU foreign policy since the fall oj the Berlin Wall, which 
changed the whole landscape of Europe, and, linked 10 this, the growing responsibility of all the 
European instirutions, the failllfe of a European foreign policy that was based exclUSively on an inter­
governmental system and the need [or a combination of intergovernmental contacts and a proper 
common foreign and security policy, 

B. whereas Parliament has not thus far been consulted on the priorities for EU external action, 

C. whereas the financing of these priorities will have serious implications for the EU budget, 

D. whereas it remains unclear what the respective roles of the Commission and the High Representative 
will be in the definition and implementation of these priorities, 

1. Notes the conclusions of the informal meeting of the General Affairs Council regretting that inter­
governmentalism has been chosen, for the moment , as the common denominalOr of European external 
poliCies, and asks the Council 10 associate Parliament full y with the definition of the priorities for EU 
external act.ion; 

2. St'resses that it will not accept the sening of new priOrities which require the allocation of financial 
provisions from the EU Budget withollt a clear indication of the estimated cost of the acrion envisa~ed, the 
source of finanCing and. wherever necessary. an adequate revision of the financial perspt:~liv e : exprt:sses irs 
commitment 10 using its political and budgetary instruments 10 the full 10 achieve these goals: 

3. Urges the Council to address mailer.; relating to parliamentary scrutiny of the European security and 
defence policy (ESDP) and clearly structure the timing, the modalities and the discussion of any develop­
ments or decisions in this field: 

4. Deplores the decision by the Council to exclude ESDP documents from application of the Council's 
decision on access to doclIInenls , 

5. Underlines the dut), of the Commission and Council. in cooperation \vith Parliament, 10 full)' coordi­
nate action in the area of forei,gn policy in order to improve and guarantee the consistency, effecnveness. 
transparenc), and democratic ,lccountabilifY of EU foreign policy, and believes that a sensible and sensitive 
partnership bel ween tht institutions of the Union and the Member States is needed: 


