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Seminar on operational customs cooperation in the Mediterranean 
(Marseilles, 3 and 4 April 2000) 

The seminar on operational customs cooperation in the Mediterranean, which brought together for 

the first time representatives of the customs administrations of the European Union and of the 

12 Mediterranean partners, amply met its objectives. 

In addition to the various technical presentations and reports on fraud trends in the region and on 

methods for combating illegal trafficking, the seminar served to strengthen links with the countries 

of the Eastern Mediterranean with a view in particular to preventing any imbalances between the 

situations in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, which could onl y profit organised crime 

networks. 
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The recommendations adopted at the seminar advocate the development of exchanges of 

information between the customs administrations of the region and the setting up of a joint 

Mediterranean surveillance operation. 

So as not to lose the momentum which the seminar imparted to Mediterranean cooperation, 

implementation of those recommendations at operational level is planned for the very near future 

with, in particular, a trial run of joint surveillance in the second half of 2000. 

The above action, which constitutes the second stage of the plan submitted by the French customs 

authorities in the context of the MEDA Programme, will therefore be the subject of a financing 

request which will be submitted to the Euromed Committee for approval at the end of May 2000. 
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Draft recommendations 

Having regard to the Barcelona Declaration of 28 November 1995 (EURO-MED 1/95) and the 

implementation of the MEDA Programme; 

In view of the development of the association agreements between the European Union and each 

partner in the process; 

Mindful of the fraud risks in the area and of their potentially harmful consequences, particularly 

with a view to the creation of a Euro-Mediterranean free-trade area; 

The customs administrations of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership reaffirm their desire to 

continue the work begun to strengthen their technical and operational cooperation. 

On the basis of the recommendations of the Euro-Mediterranean meeting of the Heads of Customs 

Administrations, held in Nice on 22 May 1997, the following measures are hereby adopted : 

each administration undertakes to transmit all the data contained in the WCO' s information 

systems, in particular through the Regional Intelligence Liaison Office (Rll.-O) so as to 

provide reliable indicators of fraud in the area; 

as regards aspects relating to maritime fraud, the same approach can be undertaken 

concerning the MARINFO database; 
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on the operationalleve\, a list of contact points will be exchanged in order to promote the 

forwarding of operational intelligence and the swift and efficient coordination of means of 

intervention; 

a close surveillance trial run in the context of the .MEDA Programme will be proposed by 

France with the support of its partners. The operation could be organised in the second half 

of2000. 
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