
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM ON JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS 

STIJP 26 12411/1/01Rev1 

DRAFT COUNOL RECOMMENDATION ON TIlE ALIGNMENT OF LAW 
ENFORCEMENT DRUG AND DIVERTED PRECURSOR SEIZURE STATISTICS 

Submitted by the Home Office V2 \Jo"V~N\'belJ 2001 

TIlls Explanatory Memorandum on work being carried out under Title VI austice and 
Home Affairs) of the Treaty of European Union (TEU) is being provided to Parliament 
in accordance 'With current arrangements for Parliamentary scrutiny in November 1998. 

Subject Matter 

2. Document 12411/1/01 rev1 is a draft Council Recommendation aimed at 
achieving comparability of law enforcement seizures of drugs and diverted precursors in 
Member States, using a E uropol-developed data collection model. TIlls initiative is in 
line 'With point 2.1.8 of the EU Action Plan on Drugs 2000-2004. Previous documents 
relating to this subject have been in the fonn of questionnaires to enforcement agencies 
aimed at collecting the data necessary to draft the collection model and a report on the 
response. The first official document to include the draft Council Recommendation 
(12411/01) was distributed at the meeting of the EUDrug Trafficking Group on 22 
October. It was agreed at this meeting that the document should be revised immediately 
to include the diversion of precursors and that a new document be produced to reflect 
this. The revised document (12411/1/01) was received on 5 November. 

3. It is envisaged that, upon making a drug seizure or identifying a precursor 
diversion, the enforcement agencies should record the key data set out in the collection 
model and pass it to a centrally held database. Collection of the additional data would be 
optional. Comparison of drug and diversion statistics across the E U would consequently 
be easier and more meaningful. 

4. The draft Councy Recommendation will go before the Article 36 Committee Q.n 
12-13 November. 

Scrutiny History 

5. 12411/1/01 was deposited for scrutiny on 6 November. No previous versions 
have been submitted for scrutiny. 

Ministerial Responsibility 

6. The Home Secretary has responsibility for policy on policing and the fight against 
crune. 

Legal and Procedural Issues 

7. Legal basis. Article 29 of the Treaty on European Union. 
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European Parliament Procedure. Article 39(2) of the Treaty on European Union 
requires the Presidency to infonn the European Parliament of discussions in the 
areas covered by Title VI. 

Voting procedure. Unanimity in the Council. 

Impact on United Kingdom law. None 

Subsidiarity 

8. The document respects the principle of subsidiarity as it contains no proposals 
which are inappropriate for action at EU level. 

Consultation with outside interests 

9. Consultations on the content of the questionnaire have taken place with the law 
enforcement agencies. 

Policy implications 

10. The alignment of drug and precursor diversion statistics is one of the aims of the 
Action Plan 2000-2004 and is welcomed by the United Kingdom. 

Financial implications 

11. There will be costs in creating a central database to hold the standardised 
statistics which have yet to be assessed. 

Timetable 

12. The draft recommendation will be considered by the Article 36 Committee at its 
meeting on 12-13 November. 
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