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1. Adoption of the agenda 

 

The Working Party
(1)
 adopted the agenda set out in Telex No. 1466 of 29 March 1999, with an item added 

under "Any Other Business" at the request of the Netherlands delegation. 

 

2. Responsibility for family members under the Dublin Convention 

  5603/2/99 ASILE 1 REV 2 

   6483/99 ASILE 8 

 

The Working Party examined the second revision of the document on a draft decision on responsibility for 

family members under the Dublin Convention. The outcome of the Working party's discussions is set out in 

5603/3/99 established by the Presidency for the K.4 Committee. 

 

3. Strategy paper on migration and asylum policy  

  9809/2/98 CK4 27 ASIM 170 REV 2 

  5337/99 CK4 4 ASIM 3 

  6836/99 ASILE 10 

 

Several delegations (DK, GR, E, F, I, NL, FIN, S) entered linguistic reservations on 6836/99 ASILE 10 

which was not available in their own language. Most delegations (B, DK, GR, E, F, IRL, I, P, FIN, S, UK) 

also entered a scrutiny reservation as they had received the document only a short time before the meeting.   

 

However, delegations generally welcomed the changes to the text. The outcome of the discussions is set out 

in 6836/1/99 established by the Presidency. 

 

4. Commission Working Document on Common Standards on Asylum Procedures  

                                                 
     

(1)
Luxembourg was not represented. 



  
7712/99     DL/ks     EN 

DG H1   2 

  6702/99 ASILE 9 

 

All delegations welcomed the Commission document, and the general approach contained therein. 

 

The representative of the Commission stated that at present it is an open question as to whether Directives 

or Regulations will be used as the appropriate legal instruments after the entry into force of the Amsterdam 

Treaty. The purpose of the present discussion is to collect the views of the Member States before producing 

legal texts. 

 

The Presidency stated that the delegations would have a chance to discuss the document in detail at the next 

meeting. 

 

5. Subsidiary Protection 

  6246/99 ASILE 7 

 

6. Draft Joint Action concerning temporary protection of displaced persons 

  9988/98 ASIM 174 ASILE 4 MIGR 5 

  12775/98 PE-RESOL 85 

  5682/1/99 ASILE 3 MIGR 4 REV 1  

 

The Presidency decided that, due to a lack of time, these items would be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

7. Any Other Business  

 

Regarding the situation in Kosovo, the Netherlands delegation informed the Working Party of the 

Netherlands Government's opinion that a decision should be taken to introduce a European Union 

Humanitarian Evacuees programme if the protection within the region was not sufficient. 

 

Delegations found the ideas developed by the Netherlands delegation interesting and made several 

comments on the principles on which such a programme should be based. They mainly referred to the 

conclusions of the Council (Justice and Home Affairs) on 7 April 1999 and pointed out that due to the 

political nature of the initiative of the Netherlands delegation, and in view of the constant evolution of the 

situation, it was not possible to have an in-depth discussion at this time. 
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The Netherlands delegation indicated that it had presented its ideas at the level of the Working Party since 

this had been the first opportunity available for the discussion of such an urgent matter, and that it would 

adapt its initiative to take account of some of the views expressed and indicated that it might wish to make a 

presentation thereof to Coreper. 

 

 
 
 


