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Magazine "Contact"

External Relations is now in charge of the common monthly TV magazine "Contact”. He
expressed the intention of the Commission to further develop "Contact” info an ever
improving communication tool about the EU and its Member States for non-member

countries.

However, the Budgetary Authority last year reduced the budget-line B3-302 (2000-budget),
from which "Contact"” is financed, from €6,1mio in 1999 to only €3,0mio in the budget 2000,
a decision which has very severe consequences for the Commission's external information

policy.

Concerning "Contact” the contract for pre- and post-production and distribution was signed in
December and financed on the 1999 budget, which means that the continuation of "Contact”,
as far as this is concerned, is secured. The Commission is comrnitted to continuing “Contact”
but before finally deciding on this it likes to be sure that this important and expensive
TV-Magazine really reaches the targeted audiences to which it is provided. As agreed already

in the Information Working Group, the Commission will launch an independent evaluation,
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Since without extra funding "Contact " will end it's days in December 2000, the Commission
intends to propose a transfer of €2 ~ 2.5mio from budget-line B7-872 (ECIP) to budget-line
B3-302. This would allow to renew the contract with "Contact” in December for the vear
2001, as well as to replenish the budget-allocations for the Commission delegations’
information- and communication-activities and to continue, together with the European

Parliament, the EU Visitors Programme.

In that context the Commission representative expressed the hope that the Information

Working Party will be helpful in bringing this budget-transfer about.

He also stressed that the preliminary draft budget 2001 should reflect an increase of
budget-line B3-302, which would also allow to develop a proper editorial policy within the

Editorial Committee for "Contact”,
As far as the working methods of the Editorial Committee is concerned, the Commission
representative emphasised that the Commission intends to maintain the practice of

decision-making by consensus.

The German delegation welcomed the Commission's intention to maintain the consensus rule

and was satisfied with the clarifications given.

The Presidency concluded by underlining that "Contact Magazine" is a quality product which
deserves to be maintained and encouraged. He shared the Commision representative's worries
about the financial aspects and was pleased with the provided information. He also took note
of the Commission's intention to maintain the practice of decision-making by consensus in the

Editorial Committee,
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a) Confirmatory applications

Access to documents ;

1

= Confirmatory application made by Mr Tim D. Wilkie (01/00):
(doc.  6439/00 INF 19 AP1 16 JUR 352

6446/00 INF 20 APT 17 JUR 53
6441/00 INF 21 AP1 18 JUR 54)

The Working Party took notice of the confirmatory application sent by Mr Wilkie,
the reply sent by the General Secretariat after the document requested by Mr Wilkie
had been published on the Internet and the withdrawal of Mr Wilkie's confirmatory

application, The Finnish delegation expressed its appreciation for the efforts made by

the General Secretariat in handling this case.

Confirmatory application made by Mr Steve Peers (02/60):
{(doc. 6349/0C INF 16 AP 13 JUR 48)

in his second confirmatory request in 2000 Mr Peers asked for access to four
documents, of which the Working Party agreed to release one. The Spanish

delegation made a linguistic reservation for all ffg}ur documents. The German, Greek,

Finnish and Swedish delegatiéﬁs argued that document 13052/99 should be released,

The Danish, Finnish and Swedish delegations voted against the draft reply. It was

agreed to publish the result of the vote.

- Confirmatory application made by Ms Anne Bergman-Tahon (01/00):

(doc. 6624/00 INF 23 APT120 JUR 59)

In her confirmatory request Ms Bergman-Tahon asked for access to document

5745/0C arguing that documents of the same type and concerning the same subject

Delegations' positions on each of the requested documents are recorded in Annex 1. The
Austrian, Irish, Luxembourg, Spanish and Umted Kingdom delegations were absent; all but
the Austrian delegation had nevertheless informed the General Secyetariat of their positions,

8081/00

RJF,JV MR/mr | 3
DG F U EN/FR



matter had previously been released by the General Secretariat, The draft reply
commented on this argument and stated that "the weighing of interests required by
Article 4(2) of the Decision is a matter of appreciation which may vary according to
whether it is made on an administrative level - by the Council's General Secretariat - or
on a political level by the members of the Council and its preparatory bodies”. The

Danish, Dutch and Swedish delegations were of the opinion that the General

Secretariat should not hide behind this argument because the public wouldn't in such
case have any legal certainty in requesting access to Council documents. The text of
the draft reply was therefore partly changed according to the suggestions made by

the Danmish and Swedish delepations.

The Spanish delegation made a linguistic reservation. The Danish and Finnish

docurnent, the Finnish delegation would even have agreed to its total release,

However, the Working Party decided to refuse access to this document. For this

reason the Danish and the Finnish delegations voted against the draft reply. It was

agreed to publish the result of the vote.

Confirmatory application made by Mr Roland Louski (02/00):
{doc. 6627/00 INF 26 AP123 JUR 62)

In his second confirmatory request in 2000 Mr Louski asked for access to three
documents. [n his confirmatory application he argued, identically to

Ms Bergman-Tahon, that documents of the same type and concerning the same
subject matter had previously been released by the General Secretariat. The draft

reply was changed according to the the suggestions made by the Danish and Swedish

delegations in the case of Ms Bergman-Tahon.

The Spanish delegation made a linguistic reservation. The Danish and the Finnish

delegations were of the opinion that all three documents could be partially released;

the Finnish delegation would even have agreed with a total release. However, the

Working Party decided to refuse access to this document. For this reason, the Danish

8081/00

RJFJV MR/mir 4
DG F 1T EN/FR



and Finnish delegations voted against the draft reply. It was agreed to publish the

result of the vote,

Confirmatory application made by Mr Steve Peers (03/00):
(doc. 6882/00 INF 30 API 27 JUR 75)

In his third confirmatory request in 2000 Mr Peers asked for access to twelve

documents, of which the Working Party agreed to release seven. The Spanish

delegation made a linguistic reservation for all documents and the French delegation
made & scrutiny reservation for document 12304/99. It was agreed that in documents
5098/00 and 13547/99 the names of Council officials should be blanked out; the

Swedish delegation did not consider this to be necessary. As to the motivation given

for refusal of access to document 11308/2/99 REV 3 by virtue of Article 4(1) of the

Decision, the Swedish delegation propesed to refer also to relations with Ieeland

because the document includes among others the Ieelandic delegation's positions.

The Working Party agreed to this.

The Danish, Swedish and the Finnish delegations were of the opinion that documents
12582/99 and 13603/99 could be partially released; the Finnish delegation would

even have agreed to a total release. The Danish delegation also thought that in the

case of document 11308/3/99 REV 3 partial release should have been considered.
However, the Working Party decided to refuse access to these three documents. The

Danish delegation therefore voted against the draft reply. It was agreed to publish the

result of the vote.

Confirmatory application made by Mr Ben Hayes (01/0):
(doc. 7125/00 INF 32 AP 30 JUR 24)

In his confirmatory request Mr Hayes asked for access to three documents, all of

which the Working Party agreed to release. The Spanish delegation made a linguistic

reservation for all documents.
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b)  Access te documents relating to the Schengen acquis

The representative of the Counci] Legal Service raised the issue of access to Schengen

documents. A note from the Council Legal Service {(doc. 7329/00 INF 36 API 32
JUR 101 SCHENGEN 1) will be distributed to the Working party at a later date.

3. Foint divers

Le Groupe a entendu la présentation par son Président d'une demande d'une équipe de la
BBC/ARTE concernant la possibilité de filmer au COREPER et dans des groupes de travail
pour documenter 1a maniére dont travaillent les instances du Conseil. Le tournage demandé
devrait contribuer 4 la réalisation d'un documentaire "sur les idées et l'identité de ['Union
européenne”, Les auteurs indiquent leur intention de vouloir regarder plutdt les problémes
*philosophiques” derriére la politique que de viser directement la politique de 'Union {voir

lettre en Annexe 2).

En présentant la demande, le Président a fait part de son impression que, méme aprés une
conversation téléphonique avec un des membres de 'équipe BBC/ARTE, la demande
nécessitait encore des clarifications supplémentaires car les idées des auteurs paraissaient

encore trés vagues.

Nonobstant ce dernier €lément, les réactions a la demande au sein du groupe étaient positives
en principe, étant entendu qu'il fallait obtenir les clarifications nécessaires sur le projet et qu'il

fallait s'assurer que les dispositions fixées par les instances du Conseil seraient respectées.

Le représentant de la France a signalé qu'ill escomptait qu'une chaine de TV frangaise présente

une demande semblable pendant la présidence francaise.

Dans la discussion on a fait remarquer que si on accordait ces autorisations d'autres
viendraient et qu'il serait par conséquent utile de convenir de régles générales pour ce type de

demandes.
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Plusieurs intervenants ont estimé également qu'il serait utile que le Conseil se dote de matériel
documentaire audiovisuel sur le fonctionnement du Conseil {un genre d'archive audiovisuelle)
qui pourrait étre mis 4 la disposition d'équipes de télévision intéressées ou qui pourrait servir

au moins & leur montrer comment les procédures de décision sont organisées au Conseil.

En conclusion, le Président et le Secrétariat général on été invités & prendre contact avec
Yéquipe BBC/ARTE pour clarifier leur demande et de faire rapport au Groupe lors de sa

prochaine session, en vue de la soumnission de la demande & I'appréciation du Coreper.

Le représentant du Secrétariat a été chargé en ouire de vérifier les possihilités techniques de
produire du matériel documentaire audiovisuel avec les caméras fixes dont sont dotées les
salles du Conseil, étant entendu qu'une mise en oeuvre effective de cette initiative
nécessiterait encore d'accord du groupe/respectivement du Coreper. Ce matériel pourrait
servir notamment & monirer aux équipes TV - et autres intéressés - le déroulement des débats

au sein des instances du Conseil.
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ANNEX 1

CONFIRMATORY APPLICATION MADE BY Mr 8 PEERS (02/00)(doc. 6345/00)

Proposal G.8 | Reason
Doc. No. P -y for BiDKi D GRIES: F /IRLIIT | L |NL{ A | P |FIN] § i UK | Resuit Remarks
(do¢.6349/00)
refusal
13408/9% + R - + |+ ]+ 1+ -+ + 1+ - -
13018/99 + + + + |+ I+ 1 - + |+ i+ + + 1+ + + +
13652/9¢ + Majority against reiease -
13230/99 + Maiority against release -

CONFIRMATORY APPLICATION MADE BY Mrs A. BERGMAN-TAHON {doe. 6624/00)

Proposal G.8. | Reason for T " .
Doe. No. (doc, 5624/00) refusal B DK D GRIES| F [IRL! 1T ] L INL| AP IFIN| 8 |UK/| Result Remsrks
574500 - 42 - GPR| - -8 - - - . - - - 1+PR: -} - -
CONFIRMATORY APPLICATION MADE BY Mr R, LOUSKI (02/00) (doc. 6627/00}
Proposal G.5. | Reason for ' - ] N
Doe, No, (doc, 5784/00) | refusal )73 ' DK D IGRI!ES| F UURL{IT | L INL] A | P |FIN| 8 |UK ' Result ) Remgrks
5745/00 - 4.2 - | PR} - - . - . - - - - HPRL - L - -
$499/00 - 4.2 - |PR - - - - - - - N = IHPRY - b - .
14238/9% ADD 1 - 4.2 - PRI - - . - - - - - - {HPR -1~ -
PR = partial release
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CONFIRMATORY APPLICATION MADE BY Mr 8 PEERS (03/00)(doc. 6382/00)

ANNEX 1

Proposal G.§, | 1eason N »
Dac, No. for BiDK DGR ES& F JIRL!IT | L. | NL P IFIN| 8 (UK, Result Remarks
(doc.6882/00)
refusal
12378/99 + IR + |+ |+ | ¥ - 4.2 -
§2322/99 + + PRI+ 1+ 0+ i+ 1+ 4+ + 1+ + + |PR| + i
1214690 + P N I I I R e R v ] o+ P+ ]+ - 4.2
11308/3/99 KEV 3 - 42+41 1 - PR} - - - - - - - . - - -~ - -
127304799 + + + + + + + + 5+ + + + + + 1+ +
12582/99 - 4.2 - | PR} ~ - - - - - - - - HPRIPRY} - -
SG98A00 + 4 b+ 1+ + 0 % | o« + |+ o+ + Mames of the
Cowuncil officials
_ blanked out
[ 14240/99 + R + |+ [+ 4+ +
1354799 + T O B e S + S + Names of the
Council officials
— blanked out
13603/80 . 4.2 - PRI - - - - - - - . -~ {+/PRIPR! - -
13451/99 + F i+ L+ F AT F ¥ T ¥ +7+ + | F |+ +
13472/99 + + ST T T T T I e + + |+ |+ +
CONFIRMATORY APPLICATION MADE BY Mr B. HAYES (01/00)(doe. 7T125/00)
Proposal G.S. Reason .
Doc, No. for B DK! DD iGRES | F !IRL, IT| L |NL P OFING 8 [UK| Result Remarks
(doc.7125/00)
refusal
3141/00 + o £+ + 1+ |+ +1+1+ ]+ 1]+ 1+ L+ | ¥ I
5248700 + Y U D S e e + ]+ b+ +
$260/00 + T o+ ]+ o+ +
PR = partial release
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ANNEX 2

FaXTO Mr. Manue] Meneses- Spokesman for the Portuguese Presidency
FROM Narina de Brito, BEC/ARTE

RE DOCUNMENTARY ON IDEAS & IDENTITY OF THE EU
PAGES I

10th March 2000

Dzar My Menesas,

Following our telephons conversation I am wiiting to tell you about a documeantary being made
about the ideas and 1dentity of the Evropean Union.

This seventy minutz film 1s 2 co-production betwesn the BBC and Arte. As wel as being
broudeast on theye m&jor zw‘xwr’ms, i wall alse be lransmilied by many Scandinavian channels, It
has been commissioned from the French production company Phares et Balises. It 15 therefore a
film about Europe and a film for Europe.

It will be presented by acclaimed (half-French) British writer and europhile Nicholas Fraser, who
recently published a book of essays about the identities of European nation-states and of the
‘:urcia-*an Union, entitled *Continental Drifts™.

Tt is the hanl which is the germ of tha idea for our documentary, Rather than looking directly at
the politics of the Union, wz will be locking at the philosophical 1ssues behind the politics - Can
the European Umion be defined as a poIiﬁcaI entity? What is the logic of its political processes and
where do they lead to? Does Europe have an identity? Does it need one? Who is and isn’t
European? Where does the Evropezn Union begin and end?

As discussed over the phous we would like to request special aceess to a COREPER meeting
through which our prasenter would be able to convey the decision process of the Council of
Ministers and the importance that lies in the COREPER.  Similarly we are also interested 1n
attending the meeting of 2 sub committe of the Internal Market dealing stendardisation and
convergence where we could find concrete and basic examples of discussions that concern
Europsan citizens.

Plzase contact us via our fax/tel nuniber 0250288350 or tel number 30248357,
Wishing vou zall the best,

Marina de Brito
Assistant Producer/Ressarcher
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