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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS 
 
 
From:  'Asylum' Working Party with experts in migration matters 
 
dated:  12 and 13 June 1997 
   
 
 
1. Adoption of the agenda 

  

 The Working Party adopted the agenda as set out in telex No. 2338 of 28.5.1997, with the deletion of item 6 of 

the draft agenda "Appraisal of the state of affairs in the IGC".  This was due to the many uncertainties still 

existing on the outcome of the IGC.  In this connection, delegations received a copy of chapter II ("Progressive 

Establishment of an Area of Freedom, Security and Justice") of the version of the draft Treaty of Amsterdam 

contained in document CONF/4000/97 (pages 21 to 54). 

 

 Furthermore, at the initiative of the Presidency, the item "Draft conventions proposed by Italy and Austria on 

illegal migration" was added under "Other business" (former item 8). 

 

 In view of the priority attached to the subject of temporary protection by the JHA Council at its meeting of 26 

and 27 May 1997, the item "Temporary protection" (former item 4) was taken up first.  For practical reasons the 

other items were considered in the order set out below. 
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2. Temporary protection 
  docs.  7042/97 ASIM 64 
   7296/97 ASIM 70 
   8042/97 ASIM 95 
 

 The outcome of the discussion of this item can be found in document 9367/97 ASIM 135. 

 

 

3. Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights 
  doc. 7779/97 ASIM 89 
 

The outcome of the discussion of this item can be found in document 9713/97 ASIM 147. 

 

 

4. Exchange of information in the migration and asylum areas 

  docs.  9584/3/96 CIREA 33 REV 3 
   10351/2/96 CIREFI 23 REV 2 
   7341/2/97 ASIM 73 REV 2 

 

 The Working Party proceeded to an in-depth discussion of document 7341/2/97 ASIM 73 REV 2, which served 

as a basis for a revised version contained in a room document. 

 

 After a second round of discussions based on this room document, the Presidency undertook to produce a 

document containing a revised version of the text and the questions still outstanding (see document 7341/3/97 

ASIM 73 REV 3).  This document would be submitted to the K.4 Committee for consideration and possible 

approval at its meeting scheduled for 26 June 1997, with a view to possible approval by the Council as an A 

item. 

 

 

5. Subsidiary protection 
  docs.  6764/97 ASIM 52 
   5299/3/95 ASIM 64 REV 3 
   5856/95 ASIM 92 + ADD 1 and 2 
 

 As regards the first aspect of the question, namely existing national, alternative instruments of protection, it was 

noted that, as at the date of the meeting, only 7 delegations had submitted the information requested (see telex 

No. 1939 of 5.5.1997 and telex No. 2525 of 6.6.1997).  A room document containing these replies was 

distributed to delegations.  As 8 delegations had not yet replied, it was decided that it would be difficult to hold 

a proper discussion on this subject.  Delegations were thus urged to provide the information sought as soon as 
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 that the Council Secretariat could be asked to draw up a preliminary analysis, as requested by the Danish 

delegation.  On this point, the Italian delegation pointed out that Italy's legislation in the area had not changed 

since the drafting of document 5856/95 ASIM 92 + ADD 1 and 2, but was currently under review in the Italian 

Parliament. 

 

 Regarding the second aspect, namely the detailed description of relevant international instruments, the Danish 

delegation offered to draw up a list of the instruments concerned.  On the basis of this survey, and in 

consultation with the Danish delegation, the Council Secretariat and the Commission Services would combine 

efforts to produce the study requested by the Danish delegation.  Furthermore, the Italian delegation undertook 

to provide governmental reports available concerning this matter. 

 

6. Return of displaced persons and refugees to Bosnia and Herzegovina 
  docs.  7419/97 ASIM 76 

 

 The Netherlands and Swedish delegations mentioned specific developments that recently took place in this area. 

  

 

 It was agreed that within a week delegations would send their final comments to the Council Secretariat, 

including any information on recent developments, as well as further corrections to the document.  Based on 

these comments, the Council Secretariat would produce a revised version of the document, declassify it and 

send it to the ad-hoc Group on former Yugoslavia for their information. 

 

7. Other business 
 
 - Draft conventions proposed by Italy and Austria on illegal migration 
 

 The Presidency informed delegations of two initiatives presented, respectively, by the Italian and the Austrian 

delegations to the CFSP Public International Law group.  The Italian initiative concerned a proposal for a 

Multilateral Convention on combatting illegal migration by sea, possibly to be submitted to the International 

Maritime Organisation.  The Austrian initiative was a proposal for an International Convention against the 

smuggling of illegal migrants, possibly to be submitted to the United Nations.  In this respect, the Presidency 

noted that these proposals could make the object of an inter-pillar meeting, as they covered aspects falling under 

the third pillar (section I and section III), and pointed out that future work on this subject would depend on the 

initiative of the incoming Presidency. 
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 The Italian delegation stated that Italy would also present its proposed convention to the K.4 Committee, and 

that within that context a discussion could take place on whether it would be appropriate to submit the proposal 

to the International Maritime Organisation.  

 

 The Austrian delegation undertook to provide further information on Austria's proposal at a future meeting. 

 


