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Residence permits (Articles 8(5) and 15(3) of the draft Convention 
on External Frontiers 
 
Introduction 
 
Residence permits (Articles 8(5) and 15(3) of the draft Convention 
on the crossing of external frontiers (SN 2405/1/93 WGI 1454 REV 
1, dated 10 September 1993). In an attempt to reduce the number 
of residence permits in order to facilitate checking at external 
frontiers and internally, this list of residence permits equivalent 
to a visa (ie, evidence of a right to be in the country) obtaining 
in each member state was drawn up. Spain had no less than 16 different 
permits.  
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At its meeting on 1/2 April 1993, the Ad Hoc Group on Immigration 
approved the list of residence permits as set out in the annex to 
document WGI 1420 REV 1. 
 
Delegations will find hereafter this list of residence permits 
completed with the replies received to questionnaire WGI 1154, which 
are distributed in document WGI 1380, and with the 
conclusions of the meeting of the External Frontiers Sub-Group of 
6 September 1993.  Several delegations stressed the need to reduce 
the number of residence permits in order to facilitate the work 
both for authorities of Member States and carriers. 
 
LIST OF RESIDENCE PERMITS 
 
I.Residence permits issued by Member States which are accepted as 

equivalent to a visa (Article 8 (1) and (5) of the draft 
Convention on External Frontiers) 

 
Belgium 
 
- carte d'identite d'etranger 
 
- certificat dlinscription au registre des etrangers 



 
- titre de sejour special delivre par le, Ministere des Affaires 

etrangeres 
 
Denmark 
 
- residence permits for refugees 
 
- residence permits for persons other than refugees: 
 
* for aliens who have previously held Danish citizenship  
 
* for aliens who share a residence in wed-lock or a long-term 

cohabitation with a person resident in Denmark 
 
* for a minor who is a child of a person resident in Denmark or 

of his or her spouse where the child lives with the person 
who has legal custody 

 
* for parents over the age of sixty of Danish or Nordic offspring 

or offspring with a refugee residence permit 
 
* for parents over the age of sixty of an alien with a residence 

permit of indefinite duration 
 
- residence permits may  be issued to other aliens upon  

application: 
 
* where the alien has close family or similar links with a person 

resident in Denmark 
 
* where the alien is in a situation such that substantial 

humanitarian grounds weigh decisively in favour of 
accepting the application 

 
* where there are substantial employment or economic reasons where 

very special reasons weigh in favour 
 
Germany 
 
Residence permits 
 
-     Aufenthaltserlaubnis 
-     Aufenthaltsberechtigung 
-     Aufenthaltsbewilligung 
-     Aufenthaltsbefugnis 
 
Greece 
 
Residence permits granted for the purposes of employment, study 
or family reunification 
 
Spain 
 
-    Initial residence permit 
-    ordinary residence permit 
-    special residence permit 
-    student card 



-    type A residence and work permit 
-    type B 
-    type C 
-    type D 
-    type E 
-recognition of an exemption from the need to obtain a work permit 

and residence permit 
-    work permit for practical training and residence permit 
-    asylum-seekers' identity document 
-    residence permit for refugees 
-    registration card 
 
-temporary card for a member of the family of a Community resident 
-    card for a member of the family of a Community resident 
 
France 
 
- carte de sejour temporaire comportant une mention particuliere 

qui varie selon le motif du sejour autorise 
 
- carte de resident 
 
- certificat de residence pour Algerien comportant une mention 

particuliere qui varie selon le motif du sejour autorise (1 
an, 10 ans) 

 
- certificat de residence portant la mention "membre d'un organisme 

officiel" 
 
- carte de sejour des Communautes europeennes (1 an, 5 ans, 10 ans) 
 
Ireland 
 
Ireland does not issue residence permits or provisional residence 
permits to non-EC nationals. Permission to remain is by means of 
a stamp impressed on the passport. Ireland would wish that in general 
such permission be accepted as equivalent to a visa. 
 
Italy 
 
For the time being, Italy does not accept residence permits as 
equivalent to a visa. 
 
Luxembourg 
 
- carte d'identite d'etranger 
 
- autorisation de sejour provisoire (sous forme d'un cachet appose 

dans le passeport national) 
 
Netherlands 
 
- autorisation d'etablissement 
 
- titre d'admission en tant que refugie 
 
- titre de sejour d'une duree indeterminee 
 



- autorisation de sejour 
 
- autorisation de sejour, sous la forme d'un tampon appose dans 

le document presente par l'etranger lors du franchissement 
de la frontiere 

 
- piece d'identite des membres des missions diplomatiques ou des 

postes consulaires 
 
- piece d'identite des fonctionnaires ayant un statut particulier 
 
- piece d'identitg pour les fonctionnaires des organisations 

internationales 
 
- carte d'identite des membres des organisations internationales 

avec lesquelles les Pays-Bas ont conclu un accord de siege 
 
Portugal 
 
type A residence permit (1 year) 
type B residence permit (5 years) 
type C residence permit (permanent) 
 
United Kingdom 
 
At present the United Kingdom does not issue residence permits or 
provisional residence permits to non-EC nationals. 
 
However, it would wish other Member States to treat as equivalent 
to visas, endorsements placed in passports of non-EC nationals which 
permit a stay in the United Kingdom of longer than six months. 
 
II.Provisional residence permits issued by Member States which, 

together with travel documents, are accepted as equivalent 
to a visa in exceptional cases (Article 8 (2) and (5)) 

 
The French delegation suggested to restrict the scope of 
Article 8(2) to asylum applicants in the following three 
situations, for which sufficient documents should be provided: 
 
-very serious illness of someone very close to the asylum applicant; 
- the death of such a person; 
-summons requiring the asylum applicant to appear in court (criminal 

or civil proceedings). 
 
(doc WGI 1462, page 3) 
 
The External Frontiers Sub-Group will continue its discussions on 
this point at a forthcoming meeting. 
 
III.Indicative description of the exceptional circumstances in 

which the provisional residence permits with relevant travel 
documents referred to in Section I can be accepted as equivalent 
to a visa (Article 8(5)) 

 
- See the three circumstances set out under II above. 
 
- Persons covered by agreements or conventions such as: 



 
* the European Agreement on Regulations governing the Movement of 

Persons between Member States of the Council of Europe, 
signed on 13 December 1957 

 
* the European Agreement on Travel by Young Persons on Collective 

Passports between the Member Countries of the Council 
of Europe, signed on 16 December 1961 

 
* the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, signed on 28 

July 1951 
 
* ILO Convention No. 108, signed on 13 May 1958 (seafarers); 
 
- officials of international organizations 
 
- Diplomatic or consular officials 
 
- Persons recognized as stateless. 
 
The Danish delegation pointed out that Denmark's current law did 
not provide for the possibility of authorizing entry into the country 
on the basis of "provisional residence permits". An asylum-seeker 
for instance was given a special receipt when he lodged his passport 
certifying that he had filed an application for asylum. (doc. WGI 
1232, pages 2 and 3) 
 
The Italian delegation recalled its position set out under section 
I above. 
 
IV.Other residence permits issued by the Member States which are 

not accepted as equivalent to a visa (Articles 8(5) and 15(3)) 
 
Belgium 
 
- declaration d'arrivee 
- attestation d'immatriculation 
- annexe 15 
- annexe 15 bis 
- annexe 26 
- laissez-passer 
- document special de sejour 
- attestation de retrait 
 
Denmark 
 
- provisional residence permits for certain people from the former 

Yugoslavia 
 
Germany 
 
- Germany does not issue such residence permits 
 
Greece 
 
- provisional residence permits 
 
Spain 



 
- Spain does not issue such residence permits 
 
 
France 
 
Provisional residence permits: 
 
- autorisation provisoire de sejour 
- recepisse de demandes de cartes de sejour 
- recepisse constatant le depot d'une demande de statut de refugie 
- recepisse constatant le depot d'une demande de statut de refugie 

ou l'admission au benefice de l'asile 
 
Ireland 
 
See section I above. 
 
Italy 
 
Residence permit for foreign nationals (permesso di soggiorno) 
 
Luxembourg 
 
Residence permits for asylum applicants and stateless persons 
 
Netherlands 
 
Residence permits for asylum applicants and stateless persons 
 
Portugal 
 
Provisional residence permits for asylum seekers 
 
United Kingdom 
 
See section I above 
 


