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Delegations will find enclosed presentations given by the European Border and Coast Guard Agency
(FRONTEX) and the European Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA) during the meeting of the Strategic
Committee on Immigration, Frontiers and Asylum (SCIFA) held on 12 February 2026 (items 2 and 4 on
the agenda).
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Downward trend
(with the exception
of departures from
ALG and LBY) in 2025
so far continues into
the new year

IBC on entry in comparison to same
month one year prior

* Preliminary figure for Jan 2026

2024 (2025 for Jan) W 2025 (2026 for Jan)
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‘ Secondary movements I

Trend Jan 2024 - Dec 2025
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Secondary movements
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Situational Overview on Returns
Long-term trends 2021 - 2025
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Issuance & Identification Requests B ETD Issued = Effective Returns
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Situational Overview on Returns

Key indicators \ ¢ Jan-Dec 2025

474 102 Return Decisions +2%
\—>81 706 Based on negative/withdrawn asylum appl. -7%

57 062 Identification & ETD Requests 8%

s 20 556 ETDs Issued -3%

o 146 229 Effective Returns +7%
L>23 455 Based on negative/withdrawn asylum appl. +7%

63 488 Frontex Assisted Returns +13%

Related indicators dynamic 2025 vs 2024*

-14% -28% -20%
Illegal Stayers lllegal Border Crossings 15t Asylum applications**
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Situation of Asylum in
the EU+

SCIFA
12 February 2026

This presentation Is based on data exchanged under the EUAA
Larly warning and Preparedness System (EPS), which consist of
statistical data provided to the EUAA by European Unlon
Member States plus Norway and Switzerland (EU+) via a
standard template. These data are provisional, unvalidated and
therefore might differ from valldated data submlitted at a later
date to Curostat (according to Regulation (FU) 2020/851
amending Regulation (EC) No B62/2007),

FUAAAKC/SAL/2026/081
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Asylum applications In the EU+: overall trends e
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Asylum applications in the EU+: nationalities

Top nationalities in 2025: Afghans, Venezuelans,
Syrians, Bangladeshis and Turks

Afghan applied less, most notably after June,

while Syrians the least since 2012

Record high applications by Venezuelans but
also Sudanese, Congolese (DR), Chinese and
Haitians
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Case processing at first instance sShers

m Case closures at first instance 874,000 decisions, the most since 2017

—Asylum applications
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Case closures surpassed applications
lodged for the first time in four years
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* Pending cases at first instance decreased to
I = 863,000 breaking a years-long upward trend,
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although a rise in appeals seems to have
compensated this

The caseload age has been rising to an all-
time high at the end of 2025

2015 —
2021 m—j
2022 s |
2023 I——
2024 e |
2025

2014 =

* EU+ recognition rate 29% in 2025, the
lowest on record







EUAA Analytical Products available at the restricted Analytical Area:
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Border procedure and
alternatives to detention

)

SCIFA
12 February 2026







Guidelines on Alternatives to Detention (AtD) P.uaq

2. ESTABLISHING

4.IMPLEMENTING

EUROPEAN UNION
AGENCY FOR ASYLUM

5. REVIEWING

GUIDELINE 1
AtDs must be
applied only if a
legitimate ground
for detention
exists

GUIDELINE 2
AtDs must not
amount to
deprivation of
liberty

GUIDELINE 3
AtDs must be
established by
laws that specify
criteria for
application,
available options
and responsible
authority

GUIDELINE 4
AtDs must uphold
fundamental rights
standards and
principles

GUIDELINE 5
AtDs must be duly
ruled out before
resorting to
detention

GUIDELINE 6
AtDs must be
based on an
assessment of
individual
circumstances
and specific
needs
GUIDELINE 7
AtDs must be
applied as arule
for children, in line
with the principle
of best interests of
child

GUIDELINE 8
AtDs must be
effectively
implemented, with
safeguards and
processes to
increase rate of
compliance.

GUIDELINE 9

AtDs must be subject
to ajudicial review
that considers
changes in the
individual
circumstances.

GUIDELINE 10
AtDs must be
temporary in nature

10 guidelines
applicablein
Lall procedures




Types of Alternatives to Detention Peuaa
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Regular reporting to authorities

Deposit of a financial guarantee

Community management programmes| | Obligation to reside at a designated

or supervision

place

Obligation to surrender a travel or

identity document

Obligation to communicate an address
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The Strategic Committee on Immigration, Frontiers and Asylum
(SCIFA)

AGENDA point 4 - Border procedure, restrictions of the freedom of movement, detention and
alternatives to detention — Schengen relevant issues

Head of Return Knowledge Office in Return Division

12.02.2026




Border procedure, special requirements, detention and alternatives to detention

Spedal
requirements
related to stay

Altematives to
detention

Detention

FRONT=X




Border procedure, special requirements, detention and alternatives to detention

Spedal
requirements
related to stay

FRONTEX

Alternatives to Detention
in return procedures

Detention
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Border procedure, special requirements, detention and alternatives to detention

RO Requirement to reside at a designated
place; or within a geographical area;

Alternatives to Detention
in return procedures

Reporting to authorities at regular
interval;

Obligation to surrender a passport,
travel, or identity document;

Obligation to communicate an address;

Deposit or financial guarantee;
sponsorship;

Case management programmes;
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Border procedure, special requirements, detention and alternatives to detention

Return counselling;

) Electronic reporting/monitoring.

Requirement to reside at a designated
place; or within a geographical area;

Reporting to authorities at regular
interval;

Obligation to surrender a passport,

travel, or identity document; RECAPP

Obligation to communicate an
address;

Deposit or financial guarantee;
sponsorship;

> Case management programmes;
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Border procedure, special requirements, detention and alternatives to detention

®
RECAPP
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