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Action file SENEGAL 10 January 2025 

 

Introduction / objectives    

Senegal is an important origin, transit and departure country in the Atlantic Route. A comprehensive 
approach to cooperation with Senegal, including all aspects of migration and mobility, should be 
adopted to:  

 Reinforce engagement with Senegalese authorities, both at political and diplomatic level, 
through high level contacts and technical exchanges. 

 Enhance cooperation in border management also via working arrangement that Frontex 
should finalise with the Senegalese authorities.  

 Reinforce fighting against trafficking in human beings and migrant smuggling. 

 Strengthen migration governance and management, by addressing the root causes of irregular 
migration and promoting legal migration in the post-Cotonou framework. 

 Enhance cooperation on readmission and on the sustainable reintegration of migrants 
returned along the migratory route. 

Finally, maintaining a fruitful cooperation with Senegal is also important in the context of regional 
cooperation and stability. 

Results: An update on the implementation of the action file will be prepared during the 2nd half of 
2025. 
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ANNEX II - Common messages 

- Appreciate the role of Senegal at regional and continental level, a key country in the external
dimension and notably in the Rabat Process and the Valletta follow-up as well as the Niamey
Process.

- Underline the importance for the EU and Senegal to continue a permanent dialogue on migration,
following a holistic and human rights-based approach, in order to anchor cooperation in a jointly
defined and mutually beneficial framework. Recall that in September 2024 the discussions on
cooperation on prevention of irregular migration that took place back-to-back to the 4th technical
dialogue on readmission, have allowed us to define common interests in the areas of border
management, prevention, smuggling and information communication. Indicate that addressing all
aspects of migration is a priority for the EU and underline the significant financial support that is
being provided (e.g. NDICI, EU Trust Fund).

- Congratulate Senegal for the updated draft of its national policy on migration. The final approval
of this document will further strengthen the country’s approach to addressing migration in all its
complexity.

- Stress that the irregular flows from Senegal to the Canary Islands are an important issue, with
many lives lost annually. Emphasise that Senegal has a clear interest in developing an effective
system of border management (including maritime, land borders and international airports).

- Recall in this context the EU's interest in strengthening cooperation between the Senegalese
authorities and Frontex, which has a legal framework and the means to provide operational
support. Thank them for their engagement concerning the negotiation of the working
arrangement and highlight the importance of agreeing the text as soon as possible. Recall that the
conclusion of such an arrangement will provide a structured framework for cooperation.

- In relation to EU-funded projects in the areas of border management, smuggling of migrants or
return and reintegration of irregular migrants, it is important they include safeguards and tools
ensuring and monitoring the respect of human rights.

- Welcome the efforts that Senegal has made by adopting a comprehensive approach to combating
human trafficking by strengthening legal frameworks, improving law enforcement, and enhancing
international cooperation.

. Full support to Senegal’s efforts to raise public 
awareness about the risks of trafficking, especially among vulnerable communities. State that COP 
project could also further support enhanced coordination and capacity building on aspects related 
to prevention and awareness of the needs of vulnerable categories. 

- Underline the need to strengthen efforts to prevent irregular migration through the development
of information and awareness-raising campaigns on the risks of irregular migration and smuggling
in third countries of origin and transit, as called for by the Global Alliance to Counter Migrant
Smuggling.

- Highlight the need to promote legal migration pathways. Emphasize the positive aspects of
concluding possible Talent Partnerships under the right conditions, and level of cooperation, with
interested states, making clear that it would be done considering the interest/need expressed by
Senegalese authorities and that it would not imply a brain drain.






